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Revolution scattered these hopes to the windsj its destructive
influence was "as fatal, perHapsT m Ireland as in any part of
Europe; it blighted the fair promise of the close of the
eighteenth century. We must add, too, that having regard to
the relations it created between Great Britain and Ireland, the
Constitution of 1782 was not likely to endure; it was hardly
compatible with the security of the British Empire; it was an
anachronism distrusted by British statesmen. Be this as it
may, the French Revolution, searching Irish institutions to the
very core, proved how ill-ordered and dangerous they were;
society in Ireland was seen to be deeply diseased, and divided
by distinctions only hidden for a time; and errors of policy
and faults of the British and Irish Governments prevented
reforms which might, conceivably, have averted the disastrous
events that followed. Rebellion, however, begin to lift its
head; a revolutionary movement to combine Irishmen in a
league against England, the common enemy, and to stir up
anarchical strife, was crossed and baffled by another movement,
characteristic of the hatreds of the past; and the end was a
horrible war of race and religion. For much that was done in
1798, Clare and the men at the Castle are to be severely
blamed; but their position, we must recollect, was difficult in
the extreme; and if they forced civil war to come to a head,
they certainly prevented a worse catastrophe* As affairs stood
"when the rebellion had ended, a Union had become a neces-
sity of State, in the interest of Ireland and of Great Britain
alike; but Pitt managed the settlement badly; and the Union
was an ill-designed measure, carried by sinister means through
the Irish Parliament, and accompanied by an act of wrong to
Catholic Ireland, of which the results are felt to this hour.
Still Pitt nmst_npt be too harshly judged; m the existing state
of the world he was bound to accomplish a Union at aJniost
any fisYancrcost
Ireland enfered into a Union with England under unhappy